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(57) Abstract: A tubular sleeve (16) is coupled to and 
overlaps the threaded connection between a pair of 
adjacent tubular members (10 and 28). The adjacent 
tubular members (10 and 28) are then radially expanded 
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Claims 



What is claimed is: 



1 . A method, comprising: 

coupling an end of a first tubular member to an end of a tubular sleeve; 
coupling an end of a second tubular member to another end of the tubular sleeve; 
coupling the ends of the first and second tubular members; and 
radially expanding and plastically deforming the first tubular member and the second 
tubular member. 

2. The method of claim 1 , wherein the tubular sleeve comprises an internal flange. 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein coupling the end of the first tubular member to the 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting the end of the first tubular member into the end of the tubular sleeve into 
abutment with the internal flange. 

4. The method of claim 3, wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to the 
other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting the end of the second tubular member into the other end of the tubular 
sleeve into abutment with the internal flange. 

5. The method of claim 2, wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to the 
other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting the end of the second tubular member into the other end of the tubular 
sleeve into abutment with the internal flange. 

6. The method of claim 1 , wherein the tubular sleeve comprises an external flange. 

7. The method of claim 6, wherein coupling the end of the first tubular member to the 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting the end of the tubular sleeve into the end of the first tubular member until the 
end of the first tubular member abuts the external flange. 

8. The method of claim 7, wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to the 
other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting the other end of the tubular sleeve into the end of the second tubular 

member until the end of the second tubular member abuts the external flange. 

9. The method of claim 6, wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to the 
other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting the other end of the tubular sleeve into the end of the second tubular 

member until the end of the second tubular member abuts the external flange. 

10. The method of claim 1 1 wherein coupling the end of the first tubular member to the 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 
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inserting a retaining ring between the end of the first tubular member and the end of 
the tubular sleeve. 

1 1 . The method of ciaim 1 0, wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to 
the other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting another retaining ring between the end of the second tubular member and 
the other end of the tubular sleeve. 

12. The method of claim 1 , wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to the 
other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting a retaining ring between the end of the first tubular member and the other 
end of the tubular sleeve. 

13. The method of claim 10, wherein the retaining ring is resilient. 

14. The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the retaining ring and the other retaining ring are 
resilient. 

15. The method of claim 12, wherein the retaining ring is resilient. 

16. The method of claim 1 , wherein coupling the end of the first tubular member to the 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

deforming the end of the tubular sleeve. 

17. The method of claim 16, wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to 
the other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

deforming the other end of the tubular sleeve. 

1 8. The method of claim 1 , wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to the 
other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

deforming the other end of the tubular sleeve. 

19. The method of claim 1 , wherein coupling the end of the first tubular member to the 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

coupling a retaining ring to the end of the first tubular member. 

20. The method of claim 19, wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to 
the other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

coupling another retaining ring to the end of the second tubular member. 

21 . The method of claim 1 , wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to the 
other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

coupling a retaining ring to the end of the second tubular member. 

22. The method of claim 19, wherein the retaining ring is resilient. 

23. The method of claim 20; wherein the retaining ring and the other retaining ring are 
resilient. 

24. The method of claim 21 , wherein the retaining ring is resilient. 

25. The method of claim 1 , wherein coupling the end of the first tubular member to the 
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end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

heating the end of the tubular sleeve; and 

inserting the end of the first tubular member into the end of the tubular sleeve. 

26. The method of claim 25, wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to 
the other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

heating the other end of the tubular sleeve; and 

inserting the end of the second tubular member into the other end of the tubular 
sleeve. 

27. The method of claim 1 , wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to the 
other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

heating the other end of the tubular sleeve; and 

inserting the end of the second tubular member into the other end of the tubular 

sleeve. 

28. The method of claim 1 , wherein coupling the end of the first tubular member to the 
end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting the end of the first tubular member into the end of the tubular sleeve; and 
latching the end of the first tubular member to the end of the tubular sleeve. 

29. The method of claim 28, wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to 
the other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting the end of the second tubular member into the end of the tubular sleeve; 
and 

latching the end of the second tubular member to the other end of the tubular sleeve. 

30. The method of claim 1 , wherein coupling the end of the second tubular member to the 
other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

inserting the end of the second tubular member into the end of the tubular sleeve; 
and 

latching the end of the second tubular member to the other end of the tubular sleeve. 

31 . The method of claim 1 , wherein the tubular sleeve further comprises one or more 
sealing members for sealing the interface between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the 
tubular members. 

32. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

placing the tubular members in another structure; and 

then radially expanding and plastically deforming the first tubular member and the 
second tubular member. 

33. The method of claim 32, further comprising: 

radially expanding the tubular sleeve into engagement with the structure. 

34. The method of claim 32, further comprising: 
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sealing an annulus between the tubular sleeve and the other structure. 

35. The method of claim 32, wherein the other structure comprises a wellbore. 

36. The method of claim 32, wherein the other structure comprises a wellbore casing. 

37. The method of claim 1 , wherein the tubular sleeve further comprises a sealing 
element coupled to the exterior of the tubular sleeve. 

38. The method of claim 1 , wherein the tubular sleeve is metallic. 

39. The method of claim 1 , wherein the tubular sleeve is non-metallic. 

40. The method of claim 1 , wherein the tubular sleeve is plastic. 

41 . The method of claim 1 , wherein the tubular sleeve is ceramic. 

42. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
breaking the tubular sleeve. 

43. The method of claim 1 , wherein the tubular sleeve includes one or more longitudinal 
slots. 

44. The method of claim 1, wherein the tubular sleeve includes one or more radial 
passages. 

45. The method of claim 1 , wherein radially expanding and plastically deforming the first 
tubular member, the second tubular member, and the tubular sleeve comprises: 

displacing an expansion cone within and relative to the first and second tubular 
members. 

46. The method of claim 1, wherein radially expanding and plastically deforming the first 
tubular member, the second tubular member, and the tubular sleeve comprises: 

applying radial pressure to the interior surfaces of the first and second tubular 
member using a rotating member. 

47. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

amorphously bonding the first and second tubular members during the radial 

expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members. 

48. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

welding the first and second tubular members during the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the first and second tubular members. 

49. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

providing a fluid tight seal within the threaded coupling between the first and second 
tubular members during the radial expansion and plastic deformation of the 
first and second tubular members. 

50. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential tension; 

placing the end of the first tubular member in circumferential compression; and 
placing the end of the second tubular member in circumferential compression. 
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51 . The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential compression; 

placing the end of the first tubular member in circumferential tension; and 

placing the end of the second tubular member in circumferential tension. 

52. The method of claim 1 , wherein radially expanding and plastically deforming the first 
tubular member and the second tubular member comprises: 

radially expanding and plastically deforming only the portions of the first and second 
members proximate the tubular sleeve. 

53. The method of claim 52, further comprising: 

providing a fluid tight seal between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the first and 
second tubular members. 

54. The method of claim 1 , wherein the first tubular member comprises internal threads; 
and wherein the second tubular member comprises external threads that engage the internal 
threads of the first tubular member. 

55. The method of claim 54, wherein radially expanding and plastically deforming the first 
tubular member and the second tubular member comprises: 

radially expanding and plastically deforming only the portions of the first and second 
members proximate the threads of the first and second tubular members: 

56. The method of claim 55, further comprising: 

providing a fluid tight seal between the threads of the first and second tubular 
members. 

57. The method of claim 55, further comprising: 

providing a fluid tight seal between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the first and 
second tubular members. 

58. The method of claim 1 , wherein the first and second tubular members comprise 
wellbore casings. 

59. The method of claim 1 , wherein the first and second tubular members comprise 
pipes. 

60. A method, comprising: 

providing a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned between the ends 

of the tubular sleeve; 
inserting an end of a first tubular member into an end of the tubular sleeve into 

abutment with the internal flange; 
inserting an end of a second tubular member into another end of the tubular sleeve 

into abutment the internal flange; 
threadably coupling the ends of the first and second tubular members; . 
radially expanding and plastically deforming the first tubular member and the second 
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tubular member; 
placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential tension; 

placing the end of the first tubular member in circumferential compression; and 
placing the end of the second tubular member in circumferential compression. 

61 . A method, comprising: 

providing a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange positioned between the ends 

of the tubular sleeve; 
inserting an end of the tubular sleeve into an end of a first tubular member until the 

end of the first tubular member abuts with the external flange; 
inserting another end of the tubular sleeve into an end of the second tubular member 

until the end of the second tubular member abuts the external flange; 
threadably coupling the ends of the first and second tubular members; 
radially expanding and plastically deforming the first tubular member and the second 

tubular member; 
placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential compression; 
placing the end of the first tubular member in circumferential tension; and 
placing the end of the second tubular member in circumferential tension. 

62. A method, comprising: 

providing a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned between the ends 

of the tubular sleeve; 
inserting an end of a first tubular member into an end of the tubular sleeve into 

abutment with the internal flange; 
inserting an end of a second tubular member into another end of the tubular sleeve 

into abutment the internal flange; 
threadably coupling the ends of the first and second tubular members; 
radially expanding and plastically deforming only the portions of the first tubular 

member and the second tubular member proximate the threads of the first and 

second tubular members; 
placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential tension; 

placing the end of the first tubular member in circumferential compression; and 
placing the end of the second tubular member in circumferential compression. 

63. A method, comprising: 

providing a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange positioned between the ends 

of the tubular sleeve; 
inserting an end of the tubular sleeve into an end of a first tubular member until the 

end of the first tubular member abuts with the external flange; , 
inserting another end of the tubular sleeve into an end of the second tubular member 
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until the end of the second tubular member abuts the external flange; 
threadably coupling the ends of the first and second tubular members; 
radially expanding and plastically deforming only the portions of the first tubular 

member and the second tubular member proximate the threads of the first and 

second tubular members; 
placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential compression; 
placing the end of the first tubular member in circumferential tension; and 
placing the end of the second tubular member in circumferential tension. 

64. An apparatus, comprising: 
a tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member coupled to an end of the tubular sleeve; and 

a second tubular member coupled to another end of the tubular sleeve and the first 

tubular member; 
wherein the tubular sleeve is stressed in a first direction; 

wherein the end portions of at least one of the first and second tubular members are 

stressed in a second direction; and 
wherein the first direction is different from the second direction. 

65. The apparatus of claim 64, 

wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential tension; 

wherein the end portion of the first tubular member is in circumferential compression; 
and 

wherein the end portion of the second tubular member is in circumferential 
compression. 

66. The apparatus of claim 64, 

wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential compression; 

wherein the end portion of the first tubular member is in circumferential tension; and 

wherein the end portion of the second tubular member is in circumferential tension. 

67. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the tubular sleeve comprises an internal flange. 

68. The apparatus of claim 67, wherein the end portion of the first tubular member is 
received within an end of the tubular sleeve; and wherein the end portion of the second 
tubular member is received within another end of the tubular sleeve. 

69. The apparatus of claim 68, wherein the end portions of the first and second tubular 
members abut the internal flange of the tubular sleeve. 

70. The apparatus of claim 67, wherein the end portion of the first tubular member is 
received within an end of the tubular sleeve. 

71 . The apparatus of claim 70, wherein the end portions of the first and second tubular"^ 
members abut the internal flange of the tubular sleeve. 
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72. The apparatus of claim 67, wherein the end portion of the second tubular member is 
received within an end of the tubular sleeve. 

73. The apparatus of claim 72, wherein the end portions of the first and second tubular 
members abut the internal flange of the tubular sleeve. 

74. The apparatus of claim 67, wherein the internal flange of the tubular sleeve is 
positioned between the ends of the tubular sleeve. 

75. The apparatus of claim 67, wherein the internal flange of the tubular sleeve is 
positioned at an end of the tubular sleeve. 

76. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the tubular sleeve comprises an external flange. 

77. The apparatus of claim 76, wherein an end portion of the tubular sleeve is received 
within the first tubular member; and wherein another end portion of the tubular sleeve is 
received within the end portion of the second tubular member. 

78. The apparatus of claim 77, wherein the end portions of the first and second tubular 
members abut the external flange of the tubular sleeve. 

79. The apparatus of claim 76, wherein an end portion of the tubular sleeve is received 
within the end portion of the first tubular member. 

80. The apparatus of claim 79, wherein the end portions of the first and second tubular 
members abut the external flange of the tubular sleeve. 

81 . The apparatus of claim 76, wherein an end portion of the tubular sleeve is received 
within the end portion of the second tubular member. 

82. The apparatus of claim 81 , wherein the end portions of the first and second tubular 
members abut the external flange of the tubular sleeve. 

83. The apparatus of claim 76, wherein the external flange of the tubular sleeve is 
positioned between the ends of the tubular sleeve. 

84. The apparatus of claim 76, wherein the external flange of the tubular sleeve is 
positioned at an end of the tubular sleeve. 

85. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the tubular sleeve further comprises one or more 
sealing members for sealing the interface between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the 
tubular members. 

86. The apparatus of claim 64, further comprising: 

a retaining ring positioned between the end of the first tubular member and the end of 
the tubular sleeve. 

87. The apparatus of claim 86, further comprising: 

another retaining ring positioned between the end of the second tubular member and 
the other end of the tubular sleeve. 

88. The apparatus of claim 64, further comprising: \ 
a retaining ring positioned between the end of the first tubular member and the other 
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end of the tubular sleeve. 

89. The apparatus of claim 86, wherein the retaining ring is resilient. 

90. The apparatus of claim 87, wherein the retaining ring and the other retaining ring are 
resilient. 

91 . The apparatus of claim 88, wherein the retaining ring is resilient. 

92. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the end of the tubular sleeve is deformed onto the 
end of the first tubular member. 

93. The apparatus of claim 92, wherein the other end of the tubular sleeve is deformed 
onto the end of the second tubular member. 

94. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the other end of the tubular sleeve is deformed 
onto the end of the second tubular member. 

95. The apparatus of claim 64, further comprising: 

a retaining ring coupled to the end of the first tubular member for retaining the tubular 
sleeve onto the end of the first tubular member. 

96. The apparatus of claim 95, further comprising: 

another retaining ring coupled to the end of the second tubular member for retaining 
the other end of the tubular sleeve onto the end of the second tubular 
member. 

97. The apparatus of claim 64, further comprising: 

a retaining ring coupled to the end of the second tubular member for retaining the 
other end of the tubular sleeve onto the end of the second tubular member. 

98. The apparatus of claim 95, wherein the retaining ring is resilient. 

99. The apparatus of claim 96, wherein the retaining ring and the other retaining ring are 
resilient. 

100. The apparatus of claim 97, wherein the retaining ring is resilient. 

101. The apparatus of claim 64, further comprising: 

a locking ring for coupling the end of the first tubular member to the end of the tubular 
sleeve. 

102. The apparatus of claim 101 , further comprising: 

another locking ring for coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other 
end of the tubular sleeve. 

103. The apparatus of claim 64, further comprising: 

a locking ring for coupling the end of the second tubular member to the other end of 
the tubular sleeve. 

104. The apparatus of claim 64, further comprising: 

a structure for receiving the first and second tubular members and the tubular sleeve; 
wherein the tubular sleeve contacts the interior surface of the structure. 
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105. The apparatus of claim 104, wherein the tubular sleeve further comprises: 

a sealing member for fluidicly sealing the interface between the tubular sleeve and 
the structure. 

1 06. The apparatus of claim 1 04, wherein the other structure comprises a wellbore. 

107. The apparatus of claim 104, wherein the other structure comprises a wellbore casing. 

108. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the tubular sleeve further comprises a sealing 
element coupled to the exterior surface of the tubular sleeve. 

1 09. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the tubular sleeve is metallic. 

110. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the tubular sleeve is non-metallic. 

111. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the tubular sleeve is plastic. 

1 1 2. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the tubular sleeve is ceramic. 

113. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the tubular sleeve is frangible. 

1 14. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the tubular sleeve comprises one or more 
longitudinal slots. 

115. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the tubular sleeve comprises one or more radial 
passages. 

116. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the first and second tubular members are 
amorphously bonded. 

117. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the first and second tubular members are welded. 

118. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein only the portions of the first and second tubular 
members proximate the tubular sleeve are plastically deformed. 

119. The apparatus of claim 118, wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular 
sleeve and at least one of the first and second tubular members. 

120. The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the first tubular member comprises internal 
threads; and wherein the second tubular member comprises external threads that engage 
the internal threads of the first tubular member. 

121 . The apparatus of claim 120, wherein only the portions of the first and second 
members proximate the threads of the first and second tubular members are plastically 
deformed. 

122. The apparatus of claim 121, wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the threads 
of the first and second tubular members. 

123. The apparatus of claim 121 , wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular 
sleeve and at least one of the first and second tubular members. 

124. An apparatus, comprising: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned between the ends of the 
tubular sleeve; 

y 

a first tubular member received within an end of the tubular sleeve in abutmerit with 
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the interna! flange that comprises internal threads; and 
a second tubular member received within another end of the tubular sleeve in 

abutment with the internal flange that comprises external threads that engage 

the internal threads of the first tubular member, 
wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential tension; 
wherein the end of first tubular member is in circumferential compression; and 
wherein the end of the second tubular member is in circumferential compression. 

1 25. An apparatus, comprising: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange positioned between the ends of the 
tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member that receives an end of the tubular sleeve and abuts the 

external flange that comprises internal threads; and 
a second tubular member that receives another end of the tubular sleeve that abuts 

the external flange that comprises external threads that engage the internal 

threads of the first tubular member; 
wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential compression; 
wherein the first tubular member is in circumferential tension; and 
wherein the second tubular member is in circumferential tension. 

126. An apparatus, comprising: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned between the ends of the 
tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member received within an end of the tubular sleeve in abutment with 

the internal flange that comprises internal threads; and 
a second tubular member received within another end of the tubular sleeve in 

abutment with the internal flange that comprises external threads that engage 

the internal threads of the first tubular member; 
wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential tension; 
wherein the end of first tubular member is in circumferential compression; 
wherein the end of the second tubular member is in circumferential compression; 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular sleeve and at least one of 

the first and second tubular members; and 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the threads of the first and second 

tubular members. 

127. An apparatus, comprising: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange positioned between the ends of the 
tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member that receives an end of the tubular sleeve and abuts the 
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external flange that comprises internal threads; and 
a second tubular member that receives another end of the tubular sleeve that abuts 

the external flange that comprises external threads that engage the internal 

threads of the first tubular member; 
wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential compression; 
wherein the first tubular member is in circumferential tension; 
wherein the second tubular member is in circumferential tension; 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular sleeve and at least one of 

the first and second tubular members; and 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the threads of the first and second 

tubular members. 

128. A method of extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy, comprising: 

drilling a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
positioning a first casing string within the borehole; 

radially expanding and plastically deforming the first casing string within the borehole; 
positioning a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the subterranean 

source of geothermal energy; 
overlapping a portion of the second casing string with a portion of the first casing 

string; 

radially expanding and plastically deforming the second casing string within the 
borehole; and 

extracting geothermal energy from the subterranean source of geothermal energy 
using the first and second casing strings. 

1 29. The method of claim 1 28, wherein the interior diameter of a passage defined by the 
first and second casing strings is constant. 

1 30. The method of claim 1 28, wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings 
comprise: 

a tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member coupled to an end of the tubular sleeve comprising internal 

threads at an end portion; and 
a second tubular member coupled to another end of the tubular sleeve comprising 

external threads at an end portion that engage the internal threads of the end 

portion of the first tubular member. 

131. A method of extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy, comprising: 

drilling a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
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positioning a first casing string within the borehole; 

radially expanding and plastically deforming the first casing string within the borehole; 
positioning a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the subterranean 

source of geothermal energy; 
overlapping a portion of the second casing string with a portion of the first casing 

string; 

radially expanding and plastically deforming the second casing string within the 
borehole; and 

extracting geothermal energy from the subterranean source of geothermal energy 

using the first and second casing strings; 
wherein the interior diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing 

strings is constant; and 
wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned between the ends of 

the tubular sleeve; 
a first tubular member received within an end of the tubular sleeve in 

abutment with the internal flange that comprises internal threads; and 
a second tubular member received within another end of the tubular sleeve in 
abutment with the internal flange that comprises external threads that 
engage the internal threads of the first tubular member. 
32. A method of extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy, comprising: 

drilling a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
positioning a first casing string within the borehole; 
radially expanding and plastically deforming the first casing string within the 
borehole; 

positioning a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the subterranean 

source of geothermal energy; 
overlapping a portion of the second casing string with a portion of the first casing 

string; 

radially expanding and plastically deforming the second casing string within the 
borehole; and 

extracting geothermal energy from the subterranean source of geothermal energy 

using the first and second casing strings; 
wherein the interior diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing 

strings is constant; and 
wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings comprise: 
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a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange positioned between the ends of 
the tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member that receives an end of the tubular sleeve that abuts 

external flange that comprises internal threads; and 
a second tubular member that receives another end of the tubular sleeve that 
abuts the external flange that comprises external threads that engage 
the internal threads of the first tubular member. 
133. A method of extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy, comprising: 

drilling a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
positioning a first casing string within the borehole; 

radially expanding and plastically deforming the first casing string within the borehole; 
positioning a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the 

subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
overlapping a portion of the second casing string with a portion of the first casing 

string; 

radially expanding and plastically deforming the second casing string within the 
borehole; and 

extracting geothermal energy from the subterranean source of geothermal energy 

using the first and second casing strings; 
wherein the interior diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing 

strings is constant; and 
wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned between the ends of 

the tubular sleeve; 
a first tubular member received within an end of the tubular sleeve in 

abutment with the internal flange that comprises internal threads; and 
a second tubular member received within another end of the tubular sleeve in 

abutment with the internal flange that comprises external threads that 

engage the internal threads of the first tubular member; 
wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential tension; 
wherein the first tubular member is in circumferential compression; 
wherein the second tubular member is in circumferential compression; 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular sleeve and at least 

one of the first and second tubular members; and 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the threads of the first and 

second tubular members. 
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1 34. A method of extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy, comprising: 

drilling a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
positioning a first casing string within the borehole; 

radially expanding and plastically deforming the first casing string within the borehole; 
positioning a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the subterranean 

source of geothermal energy; 
overlapping a portion of the second casing string with a portion of the first casing 

string; 

radially expanding and plastically deforming the second casing string within the 
borehole; and 

extracting geothermal energy from the subterranean source of geothermal energy 

using the first and second casing strings; 
wherein the interior diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing 

strings is constant; and 
wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange positioned between the ends of 
the tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member that receives an end of the tubular sleeve that abuts 

external flange that comprises internal threads; and 
a second tubular member that receives another end of the tubular sleeve that 
abuts the external flange that comprises external threads that engage 
the internal threads of the first tubular member; 
wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential compression; 
wherein the first tubular member is in circumferential tension; 
wherein the second tubular member is in circumferential tension; 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular sleeve and at least 

one of the first and second tubular members; and 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the threads of the first and 
second tubular members. 
1 35. An apparatus for extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of 
geothermal energy, comprising: 

a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
a first casing string positioned within the borehole; and 

a second casing positioned within the borehole that overlaps with the first casing 

string that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
wherein the first casing string and the second casing string are radially expanded and 
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plastically deformed within the borehole. 

1 36. The apparatus of claim 1 35, wherein the interior diameter of a passage defined by the 
first and second casing strings is constant. 

137. The apparatus of claim 135, wherein at least one of the first and second casing 
strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member coupled to an end of the tubular sleeve comprising internal 

threads at an end portion; and 
a second tubular member coupled to another end of the tubular sleeve comprising 

external threads at an end portion that engage the internal threads of the end 

portion of the first tubular member. 

1 38. An apparatus for extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of 
geothermal energy, comprising: 

a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy, 
a first casing string positioned within the borehole; 

a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the subterranean source of 

geothermal energy that overlaps with the first casing string; 
wherein the first and second casing strings are radially expanded and plastically 

deformed within the borehole; 
wherein the inside diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing 

strings is constant; and 
wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned between the ends of 

the tubular sleeve; 
a first tubular member received within an end of the tubular sleeve in 

abutment with the internal flange that comprises internal threads; and 
a second tubular member received within another end of the tubular sleeve in 
abutment with the internal flange that comprises external threads that 
engage the internal threads of the first tubular member. 

139. An apparatus for extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of 
geothermal energy, comprising: 

a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
a first casing string positioned within the borehole; and 

a second casing string positioned within the borehole that traverses the subterranean 
source of geothermal energy that overlaps with the first casing string; 

wherein the interior diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing 
strings is constant; and 
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wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange positioned between the ends 

of the tubular sleeve; 
a first tubular member that receives an end of the tubular sleeve that abuts 

external flange that comprises internal threads; and 
a second tubular member that receives another end of the tubular sleeve that 

abuts the external flange that comprises external threads that engage 

the internal threads of the first tubular member. 

140. An apparatus for extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of 
geothermal energy, comprising: 

a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
a first casing string positioned within the borehole; 

a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the subterranean source of 

geothermal energy that overlaps with the first casing string; 
wherein the first and second casing strings are radially expanded and plastically 

deformed within the borehole; 
wherein the inside diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing 

strings is constant; and 
wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned between the ends of 

the tubular sleeve; 
a first tubular member received within an end of the tubular sleeve in 

abutment with the internal flange that comprises internal threads; 
a second tubular member received within another end of the tubular sleeve in 

abutment with the internal flange that comprises external threads that 

engage the internal threads of the first tubular member; 
wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential tension; 
wherein the first tubular member is in circumferential compression; 
wherein the second tubular member is in circumferential compression; 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular sleeve and at least 

one of the first and second tubular members; and 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the threads of the first and 

second tubular members. 

141 . An apparatus for extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of 
geothermal energy, comprising: 

a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
a first casing string positioned within the borehole; and 
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a second casing string positioned within the borehole that traverses the subterranean 
source of geothermal energy that overlaps with the first casing string; 

wherein the interior diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing 
strings is constant; and 

wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange positioned between the ends of 
the tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member that receives an end of the tubular sleeve that abuts 

external flange that comprises internal threads; 
a second tubular member that receives another end of the tubular sleeve that 

abuts the external flange that comprises external threads that engage 

the internal threads of the first tubular member; 
wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential compression; 
wherein the first tubular member is in circumferential tension; 
wherein the second tubular member is in circumferential tension; 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular sleeve and at least 

one of the first and second tubular members; and 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the threads of the first and 

second tubular members. 

142. A method, comprising: 

coupling the ends of first and second tubular members; 

injecting a pressurized fluid through the first and second tubular members; 

determining if any of the pressurized fluid leaks through the coupled ends of the first 
and second tubular members; and 

if a predetermined amount of the pressurized fluid leaks through the coupled ends of 
the first and second tubular members, then coupling a tubular sleeve to the 
ends of the first and second tubular members and radially expanding and 
plastically deforming only the portions of the first and second tubular members 
proximate the tubular sleeve. 

143. The method of claim 142, wherein radially expanding and plastically deforming only 
the portions of the first and second tubular members proximate the tubular sleeve comprises: 

displacing an expansion cone within and relative to the first and second tubular 
members. 

144. The method of claim 142, wherein radially expanding and plastically deforming only 
the portions of the first and second tubular members proximate the tubular sleeve comprises: 

applying radial pressure to the interior surfaces of the first and second tubular 
member proximate the tubular sleeve using a rotating member. 



AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19) 



WO 2004/010039 



PCT/US2U03/019993 



145. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

transmitting energy through the first and second tubular members. 

146. The method of claim 145, wherein the energy comprises electrical energy. 

147. The method of claim 146, wherein the electrical energy comprises a communication 
signal. 

148. The method of claim 145, wherein the energy comprises thermal energy. 

149. The method of claim 145, wherein the energy comprises acoustic energy. 

150. The method of claim 145, wherein the energy is transmitted through the first and 
second tubular members prior to radially expanding and plastically deforming the first and 
second tubular members. 

151. The method of claim 145, wherein the energy is transmitted through the first and 
second tubular members after radially expanding and plastically deforming the first and 
second tubular members. 

1 52. The method of claim 32, further comprising: 

transmitting energy through the first and second tubular members. 

153. The method of claim 152, wherein the energy comprises electrical energy. 

1 54. The method of claim 153, wherein the electrical energy comprises a communication 
signal. 

1 55. The method of claim 152, wherein the energy comprises thermal energy. 

1 56. The method of claim 1 52, wherein the energy comprises acoustic energy. 

1 57. The method of claim 1 52 f wherein the energy is transmitted through the first and 
second tubular members prior to radially expanding and plastically deforming the first and 
second tubular members. 

158. The method of claim 152, wherein the energy is transmitted through the first and 
second tubular members after radially expanding and plastically deforming the first and 
second tubular members. 

1 59. A system comprising: 
a source of energy; 

a borehole formed in the earth; 

a first tubular member positioned within the borehole operably coupled to the source 
of energy; 

a second tubular member positioned within the borehole coupled to the first tubular 
member; and 

a tubular sleeve positioned within the borehole coupled to the first and second tubular 
members; 

wherein the first tubular member, second tubular member, and the tubular sleeve are 
plastically deformed into engagement with one another. 
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160. The system of claim 1 59, wherein the source of energy comprises a source of 
electrical energy. 

161 . The system of claim 1 59, wherein the source of energy comprises a source of 
thermal energy. 

162. The system of claim 1 59, wherein the source of energy comprises a source of 
acoustic energy. 

163. A method of operating a well for extracting hydrocarbons from a subterranean 
formation, comprising: 

drilling a borehole into the earth that traverses the subterranean formation; 
positioning a wellbore casing in the borehole; 
transmitting energy through the wellbore casing; and 
extracting hydrocarbons from the subterranean formation; 
wherein the wellbore casing comprises: 
a first tubular member; 

a second tubular member coupled to the first tubular member; and 
a tubular sleeve coupled to the first and second tubular member; and 
wherein the first tubular member, the second tubular member, and the tubular sleeve 
are plastically deformed into engagement with one another. 

164. The method of claim 163, wherein the energy comprises electrical energy. 

165. The system of claim 163, wherein the energy comprises thermal energy. 

166. The system of claim 163, wherein the energy comprises acoustic energy. 

167. A system, comprising: 

means for coupling an end of a first tubular member to an end of a tubular sleeve; 
means for coupling an end of a second tubular member to another end of the tubular 
sleeve; 

means for coupling the ends of the first and second tubular members; and 
means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the first tubular member and 
the second tubular member. 

168. The system of claim 167, wherein the tubular sleeve comprises an internal flange. 

169. The system of claim 168, wherein means for coupling the end of the first tubular 
member to the end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

means for inserting the end of the first tubular member into the end of the tubular 
sleeve into abutment with the internal flange. 

1 70. The system of claim 169, wherein means for coupling the end of the second tubular 
member to the other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

means for inserting the end of the second tubular member into the other end of the 
tubular sleeve into abutment with the internal flange. 
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171 . The system of claim 168, wherein means for coupling the end of the second tubular 
member to the other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

means for inserting the end of the second tubular member into the other end of the 
tubular sleeve into abutment with the internal flange. 

172. The system of claim 167, wherein the tubular sleeve comprises an external flange. 

173. The system of claim 172, wherein means for coupling the end of the first tubular 
member to the end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

means for inserting the end of the tubular sleeve into the end of the first tubular 
• member until the end of the first tubular member abuts the external flange. 

1 74. The system of claim 1 73, wherein means for coupling the end of the second tubular 
member to the other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

means for inserting the other end of the tubular sleeve into the end of the second 

tubular member until the end of the second tubular member abuts the external 
flange. 

175. The system of claim 1 72, wherein means for coupling the end of the second tubular 
member to the other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

means for inserting the other end of the tubular sleeve into the end of the second 

tubular member until the end of the second tubular member abuts the external 
flange. 

176. The system of claim 1 67, wherein, means for coupling the end of the first tubular 
member to the end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

means for inserting a retaining ring between the end of the first tubular member and 
the end of the tubular sleeve. 

1 77. The system of claim 1 76, wherein means for coupling the end of the second tubular 
member to the other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

means for inserting another retaining ring between the end of the second tubular 
member and the other end of the tubular sleeve. 

178. The system of claim 167, wherein means for coupling the end of the second tubular 
member to the other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

means for inserting a retaining ring between the end of the first tubular member and 
the other end of the tubular sleeve. 

1 79. The system of claim 1 76, wherein the retaining ring is resilient. 

180. The system of claim 177, wherein the retaining ring and the other retaining ring are 
resilient. 

181. The system of claim 178, wherein the retaining ring is resilient. 

182. The system of claim 167, wherein means for coupling the end of the first tubular 
member to the end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 
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means for deforming the end of the tubular sleeve. 

183. The system of claim 182, wherein means for coupling the end of the second tubular 
member to the other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

means for deforming the other end of the tubular sleeve. 

184. The system of claim 167, wherein means for coupling the end of the second tubular 
member to the other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

means for deforming the other end of the tubular sleeve. 

185. The system of claim 1 67, wherein means for coupling the end of the first tubular 
member to the end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

means for coupling a retaining ring to the end of the first tubular member. 

1 86. The system of daim 1 85, wherein means for coupling the end of the second tubular 
member to the other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

means for coupling another retaining ring to the end of the second tubular member. 

1 87. The system of claim 1 67, wherein means for coupling the end of the second tubular 
member to the other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

means for coupling a retaining ring to the end of the second tubular member. 

1 88. The system of claim 1 85, wherein the retaining ring is resilient. 

1 89. The system of claim 1 86, wherein the retaining ring and the other retaining ring are 
resilient. 

1 90. The system of claim 1 87, wherein the retaining ring is resilient. 

191. The system of claim 1 67, wherein means for coupling the end of the first tubular 
member to the end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

means for heating the end of the tubular sleeve; and 

means for inserting the end of the first tubular member into the end of the tubular 
sleeve. 

1 92. The system of claim 191 , wherein means for coupling the end of the second tubular 
member to the other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

means for heating the other end of the tubular sleeve; and 
means for inserting the end of the second tubular member into the other end of the 
tubular sleeve. 

193. The system of claim 167, wherein means for coupling the end of the second tubular 
member to the other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

means for heating the other end of the tubular sleeve; and 
means for inserting the end of the second tubular member into the other end of the 
tubular sleeve. 

194. The system of claim 167, wherein means for coupling the end of the first tubular 
member to the end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 
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means for inserting the end of the first tubular member into the end of the tubular 
sleeve; and 

means for latching the end of the first tubular member to the end of the tubular 
sleeve. 

195. The system of claim 194, wherein means for coupling the end of the second tubular 
member to the other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

means for inserting the end of the second tubular member into the end of the tubular 
sleeve; and 

means for latching the end of the second tubular member to the other end of the 
tubular sleeve. 

196. The system of claim 167, wherein means for coupling the end of the second tubular 
member to the other end of the tubular sleeve comprises: 

means for inserting the end of the second tubular member into the end of the tubular 
sleeve; and 

means for latching the end of the second tubular member to the other end of the 
tubular sleeve. 

197. The system of claim 167, wherein the tubular sleeve further comprises one or more 
sealing members for sealing the interface between the tubular sleeve and at least one of the 
tubular members. 

198. The system of claim 167, further comprising: 

means for placing the tubular members in another structure; and 
means for then radially expanding and plastically deforming the first tubular member 
and the second tubular member. 

1 99. The system of claim 1 98, further comprising: 

means for radially expanding the tubular sleeve into engagement with the structure. 

200. The system of claim 198, further comprising: 

means for sealing an annulus between the tubular sleeve and the other structure. 

201 . The system of claim 198, wherein the other structure comprises a wellbore. 

202. The system of claim 198, wherein the other structure comprises a wellbore casing. 

203. The system of claim 167, wherein the tubular sleeve further comprises a sealing 
element coupled to the exterior of the tubular sleeve. 

204. The system of claim 167, wherein the tubular sleeve is metallic. 

205. The system of claim 167, wherein the tubular sleeve is non-metallic. 

206. The system of claim 167, wherein the tubular sleeve is plastic. 

207. The system of claim 167, wherein the tubular sleeve is ceramic. 

208. The system of claim 1 67, further comprising: 
means for breaking the tubular sleeve. 
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209. The system of claim 167, wherein the tubular sleeve includes one or more 
longitudinal slots. 

210. The system of claim 167, wherein the tubular sleeve includes one or more radial 

passages. 

21 1 . The system of claim 167, wherein means for radially expanding and plastically 
deforming the first tubular member, the second tubular member, and the tubular sleeve 
comprises: 

means for displacing an expansion cone within and relative to the first and second 
tubular members. 

21 2. The system of claim 1 67, wherein means for radially expanding and plastically 
deforming the first tubular member, the second tubular member, and the tubular sleeve 
comprises: 

means for applying radial pressure to the interior surfaces of the first and second 
tubular member using a rotating member. 

213. The system of claim 167, further comprising: 

means for amorphously bonding the first and second tubular members during the 
radial expansion and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular 
members. 

214. The system of claim 167, further comprising: 

means for welding the first and second tubular members during the radial expansion 
and plastic deformation of the first and second tubular members. 

21 5. The system of claim 167, further comprising: 

means for providing a fluid tight seal within the threaded coupling between the first 
and second tubular members during the radial expansion and plastic 
deformation of the first and second tubular members. 

216. The system of claim 167, further comprising: 

means for placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential tension; 
means for placing the end of the first tubular member in circumferential compression; 
and 

means for placing the end of the second tubular member in circumferential 
compression. 

217. The system of claim 1 67, further comprising: 

means for placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential compression; 

means for placing the end of the first tubular member in circumferential tension; and 

means for placing the end of the second tubular member in circumferential tension. 

218. The system of claim 167, wherein radially expanding and plastically deforming the 
first tubular member and the second tubular member comprises: 
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means for radially expanding and plastically deforming only the portions of the first 
and second members proximate the tubular sleeve. 

21 9. The system of claim 21 8, further comprising: 

means for providing a fluid tight seal between the tubular sleeve and at least one of 
the first and second tubular members. 

220. The system of claim 167, wherein the first tubular member comprises internal 
threads; and wherein the second tubular member comprises external threads that engage 
the internal threads of the first tubular member. 

221. The system of claim 220, wherein means for radially expanding and plastically 
deforming the first tubular member and the second tubular member comprises: 

means for radially expanding and plastically deforming only the portions of the first 
and second members proximate the threads of the first and second tubular 
members. 

222. The system of claim 221 , further comprising: 

means for providing a fluid tight seal between the threads of the first and second 
tubular members. 

223. The system of claim 221 , further comprising: 

means for providing a fluid tight seal between the tubular sleeve and at least one of 
the first and second tubular members. 

224. The system of claim 167, wherein the first and second tubular members comprise 
wellbore casings. 

225. The system of claim 1 67, wherein the first and second tubular members comprise 
pipes. 

226. A system, comprising: 

means for providing a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned 

between the ends of the tubular sleeve; 
means for inserting an end of a first tubular member into an end of the tubular sleeve 

into abutment with the internal flange; 
means for inserting an end of a second tubular member into another end of the 

tubular sleeve into abutment the internal flange; 
means for threadably coupling the ends of the first and second tubular members; 
means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the first tubular member and 

the second tubular member; 
means for placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential tension; 
means for placing the end of the first tubular member in circumferential compression; 

and 

means for placing the end of the second tubular member in circumferential 
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compression. 

227. A system, comprising: 

means for providing a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange positioned 

between the ends of the tubular sleeve; 
means for inserting an end of the tubular sleeve into an end of a first tubular member 

until the end of the first tubular member abuts with the external flange; 
means for inserting another end of the tubular, sleeve into an end of the second 

tubular member until the end of the second tubular member abuts the external 

flange; 

means for threadably coupling the ends of the first and second tubular members; 
. means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the first tubular member and 
the second tubular member; 
means for placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential compression; 
means for placing the end of the first tubular member in circumferential tension; and 
means for placing the end of the second tubular member in circumferential tension. 

228. A system, comprising: 

means for providing a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned 

between the ends of the tubular sleeve; 
means for inserting an end of a first tubular member into an end of the tubular sleeve 

into abutment with the internal flange; 
means for inserting an end of a second tubular member into another end of the 

tubular sleeve into abutment the Internal flange; 
means for threadably coupling the ends of the first and second tubular members; 
means for radially expanding and plastically deforming only the portions of the first 

tubular member and the second tubular member proximate the threads of the 

first and second tubular members; 
means for placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential tension; 
means for placing the end of the first tubular member in circumferential compression; 

and 

means for placing the end of the second tubular member in circumferential 
compression. 

229. A system, comprising: 

means for providing a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange positioned 

between the ends of the tubular sleeve; 
means for inserting an end of the tubular sleeve into an end of a first tubular member 

until the end of the first tubular member abuts with the external flange; 
means for inserting another end of the tubular sleeve into an end of the second 
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tubular member until the end of the second tubular member abuts the external 
flange; 

means for threadably coupling the ends of the first and second tubular members; 
means for radially expanding and plastically deforming only the portions of the first 

tubular member and the second tubular member proximate the threads of the 

first and second tubular members; 
means for placing the tubular sleeve in circumferential compression; 
means for placing the end of the first tubular member in circumferential tension; and 
means .for placing the end of the second tubular member in circumferential tension. 

230. A system for extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy, comprising: 

means for drilling a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal 
energy; 

means for positioning a first casing string within the borehole; 
means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the first casing string within 
the borehole; 

means for positioning a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the 

subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
means for overlapping a portion of the second casing string with a portion of the first 

casing string; 

means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the second casing string within 
the borehole; and 

means for extracting geothermal energy from the subterranean source of geothermal 
energy using the first and second casing strings. 

231 . The system of claim 230, wherein the interior diameter of a passage defined by the 
first and second casing strings is constant. 

232. The system of claim 230, wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings 
comprise: 

a tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member coupled to an end of the tubular sleeve comprising internal 

threads at an end portion; and 
a second tubular member coupled to another end of the tubular sleeve comprising 

external threads at an end portion that engage the internal threads of the end 

portion of the first tubular member. 

233. A system for extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy, comprising: 

means for drilling a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal 
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energy; 

means for positioning a first casing string within the borehole; 
means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the first casing string within 
the borehole; 

means for positioning a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the 

subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
means for overlapping a portion of the second casing string with a portion of the first 

casing string; 

means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the second casing string within 
the borehole; and 

means for extracting geothermal energy from the subterranean source of geothermal 

energy using the first and second casing strings; 
wherein the interior diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing 

strings is constant; and 
wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned between the ends of 

the tubular sleeve; 
a first tubular member received within an end of the tubular sleeve in 

abutment with the internal flange that comprises internal threads; and 
a second tubular member received within another end of the tubular sleeve in 
abutment with the internal flange that comprises external threads that 
engage the internal threads of the first tubular member. 
234. A system for extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy, comprising: 

means for drilling a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal 
energy; 

means for positioning a first casing string within the borehole; 
means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the first casing string within 
the borehole; 

means for positioning a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the 

subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
means for overlapping a portion of the second casing string with a portion of the first 

casing string; 

means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the second casing string within 
the borehole; and 

means for extracting geothermal energy from the subterranean source of geothermal 
energy using the first and second casing strings; 
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wherein the interior diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing 

strings is constant; and 
wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange positioned between the ends of 
the tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member that receives an end of the tubular sleeve that abuts 

external flange that comprises internal threads; and 
a second tubular member that receives another end of the tubular sleeve that 
abuts the external flange that comprises external threads that engage 
the internal threads of the first tubular member. 
A system for extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy, comprising: 

means for drilling a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal 
energy; 

means for positioning a first casing string within the borehole; 
means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the first casing string within 
the borehole; 

means for positioning a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the 

subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
means for overlapping a portion of the second casing string with a portion of the first 

casing string; 

means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the second casing string within 
the borehole; and 

means for extracting geothermal energy from the subterranean source of geothermal 

energy using the first and second casing strings; 
wherein the interior diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing 

strings is constant; and 
wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an internal flange positioned between the ends of 

the tubular sleeve; 
a first tubular member received within an end of the tubular sleeve in 

abutment with the internal flange that comprises internal threads; and 
a second tubular member received within another end of the tubular sleeve in 
abutment with the internal flange that comprises external threads that 
engage the internal threads of the first tubular member; 
wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential tension; 
wherein the first tubular member is in circumferential compression; 
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wherein the second tubular member is in circumferential compression; 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular sleeve and at least 

one of the first and second tubular members; and 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the threads of the first and 
second tubular members. 
236. A system for extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean source of geothermal 
energy, comprising: 

means for drilling a borehole that traverses the subterranean source of geothermal 
energy; 

means for positioning a first casing string within the borehole; 
means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the first casing string within 
the borehole; 

means for positioning a second casing string within the borehole that traverses the 

subterranean source of geothermal energy; 
means for overlapping a portion of the second casing string with a portion of the first 

casing string; 

means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the second casing string within 
the borehole; and 

means for extracting geothermal energy from the subterranean source of geothermal 

energy using the first and second casing strings; 
wherein the interior diameter of a passage defined by the first and second casing 

strings is constant; and 
wherein at least one of the first and second casing strings comprise: 

a tubular sleeve comprising an external flange positioned between the ends of 
the tubular sleeve; 

a first tubular member that receives an end of the tubular sleeve that abuts 

external flange that comprises internal threads; and 
a second tubular member that receives another end of the tubular sleeve that 

abuts the external flange that comprises external threads that engage 

the internal threads of the first tubular member; 
wherein the tubular sleeve is in circumferential compression; 
wherein the first tubular member is in circumferential tension; 
wherein the second tubular member is in circumferential tension; 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the tubular sleeve and at least 

one of the first and second tubular members; and 
wherein a fluid tight seal is provided between the threads of the first and 

second tubular members. 
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237. A system, comprising: 

means for coupling the ends of first and second tubular members; 

means for injecting a pressurized fluid through the first and second tubular members; 

means for determining if any of the pressurized fluid leaks through the coupled ends 

of the first and second tubular members; and 
means for if a predetermined amount of the pressurized fluid leaks through the 

coupled ends of the first and second tubular members, then coupling a tubular 

sleeve to the ends of the first and second tubular members and radially 
, expanding and plastically deforming only the portions of the first and second 

tubular members proximate the tubular sleeve. 

238. The system of claim 237, wherein means for radially expanding and plastically 
deforming only the portions of the first and second tubular members proximate the tubular 
sleeve comprises: 

means for displacing an expansion cone within and relative to the first and second 
tubular members. 

239. The system of claim 237, wherein means for radially expanding and plastically 
deforming only the portions of the first and second tubular members proximate the tubular 
sleeve comprises: 

means for applying radial pressure to the interior surfaces of the first and second 
tubular member proximate the tubular sleeve using a rotating member. 

240. The system of claim 167, further comprising: 

means for transmitting energy through the first and second tubular members. 

241 . The system of claim 240, wherein the energy comprises electrical energy. 

242. The system of claim 241 , wherein the electrical energy comprises a communication 
signal. 

243. The system of claim 240, wherein the energy comprises thermal energy. 

244. The system of claim 240, wherein the energy comprises acoustic energy. 

245. The system of claim 240, wherein the energy is transmitted through the first and 
second tubular members prior to radially expanding and plastically deforming the first and 
second tubular members. 

246. The system of claim 240, wherein the energy is transmitted through the first and 
second tubular members after radially expanding and plastically deforming the first and 
second tubular members. 

247. The system of claim 198, further comprising: 

means for transmitting energy through the first and second tubular members. 

248. The system of claim 247, wherein the energy comprises electrical energy. 

249. The system of claim 248, wherein the electrical energy comprises a communication 
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signal. 

250. The system of claim 247, wherein the energy comprises thermal energy. 

251 . The system of claim 247, wherein the energy comprises acoustic energy. 

252. The system of claim 247, wherein the energy is transmitted through the first and 
second tubular members prior to radially expanding and plastically deforming the first and 
second tubular members. 

253. The system of claim 247, wherein the energy is transmitted through the first and 
second tubular members after radially expanding and plastically deforming the first 
and second tubular members. 



AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19) 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 
^BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

^3) COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

^LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



